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1988 unchosen special izat ion in melt ing together
1990 start  of  a hiding program
1991 (s)he started her basketbal l  carr ier  to escape the wor ld
1992 start  of  a process fu l l  of  emot ions ,  especial ly shame and shyness
1993 (s)he gave up drawing and making because her mother threw away al l  her drawings and smal l  sculptures 
1994 development of  the ski l l  of  looking around  

—observing as a tool  of  environmental  knowledge  
gap         - (s)he forgot almost everything what happened here  

        - (s)he was never t ra ined in running but she ran qui te fast  
        - (s)he developed an amazing f loat ing ski l l  

2002 si lence and absence of  words  
2004 graduated in sports-sciences (  perseverance train ing )  
2005 (s)he gives up her basketbal l  career ,  because she is only 1.62 meter ta l l  (  or  short  )  

and does not l ike f i tness  
2008 (s)he graduated in Inter ior  Archi tecture ,  wi th a Magna Cum Laude  end resul t  

(  (s)he st i l l  wasn’ t  a l lowed to study arts and tr ies to come closer to bodi ly ski l ls  )  
(s)he started working as an inter ior  archi tect  but  k ind of  hated the job ;  
quest ions of  conscience ,  searching for  sense  

2010 (s)he tr ies In Si tu 3 ;  an art  program in Antwerp ,  (s)he wasn’ t  ready  
at the t ime (s)he is shy ,  introvert  ,  wi thdrawn ,  not  able to speak and or t ranslate  
the beaut i fu l  and painful  l i fe inside her body  
so she decided not to speak anymore  

2011 a fr iend takes her to Brazi l ian Dance ,  and (s)he loves Afro-Brazi l ian dance (  Augusta Braga )   
2012 (s)he decides to fo l low a program cal led :  d ia lect ical  behavior therapy ,  and feels completely marginal ized 

and al ienated (  she doesn’ t  real ly belong here )  —but (s)he doesn’ t  know where to go wi th what is 
happening inside her ,  (s)he could not f ind words to ta lk
in the end i t  helped her wi th some understanding and lots of  empathy  

2013 (s)he started a part- t ime educat ion in Arts and a v isual  t ra jectory in a t ry to connect (  Ria Van Landeghem )  
2014 (s)he got fascinated by the drums of  Afr ican dance and decides to make a shi f t  

f rom Brazi l ian and Afro-Brazi l ian dance into Afr ican Dance (  Benin and Togo )  (  Fanny Heuten )   
2015 (s)he becomes a laureate of  VOCATIO Fine Arts  
2018 (s)he decides to stop ta lk ing ,  to take a step away from visuals to focus on bodi ly awareness  

and starts dancing ,  intensively  
2019 lost  -  wonder ing -  or ientat ing -  deepening 

(s)he decided to to t ry deepen the level  of  her v isual  works and bodi ly awareness  
at the internat ional  master of  Fine Arts (  HKU Utrecht )  

2020 (s)he got c loser to hersel f  ,  her memories ,  her bodi ly act ions and awareness than she ever did  
a beaut i fu l  and painful  process ,  where she slowly  
(s)he meets —she 

2021 Parvaneh Kar imi ( IR) and (s)he graduate together 
as internat ional  masters in Fine Art  at  the HKU in Utrecht NL with a Very Good  end resul t
and they cont inue working together 

2022 (s)he starts a (  nameless publ icat ion )
starts working together wi th Chr ist ina Del la Giust ina ( IT) and Jay Mistry (UK) 
an invi tat ion towards relat ion and translat ion about he indigenous stor ies and knowledge of  the Kayapo*
Falke Pisano invi tes her to M HKA and (s)he st i l l  does not know how to relate to inst i tut ions 
and her complex relat ion wi th words 

2023 (s)he cont inues working together ,  quest ioning ,  ref lect ing and invi t ing 

https://karenvantvelt.be/


 
  

 

*We are work ing together wi th Prof .  Mistry,  geographer at  the Leverhulme Centre for  W i ldf i res,  who together wi th Braz i l ian and Kayapo researchers,  studied the Kayapo’s f i re-pract ices.  In th is context ,  the Kayapo 
made a ser ies of  v ideos that  serve as communicat ion tools.  I t  is  these v ideos and the i r  complex cal l  for  communicat ion amongst d i fferent languages, sc iences and cosmologies,  that  we engage with and take as 
incent ive to come together,  pract ice at tent ion,  exerc ise l is ten ing,  seeing and sensing by means and for  the sake of  d ia logue. (  Chr ist ina Del la Giust ina )   
Kayapo (Portuguese: Caiapó)  are Indigenous peoples l iv ing in nowadays Braz i l  inhabi t ing the area spreading across the states of  Pará an Mato Grosso, south of  the Amazon River and a long Xingu River and i ts  
t r ibutar ies.  The Kayapo are one of  the var ious subgroups of  the Mebêngôkre nat ion,  the people f rom the water’s source


